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                        Breathless  from Daphne

WHAT’S HAPPENIN’?

Well, not so much!  Too many hours in the saddle and working outdoors!

HOWEVER – in spite of it all – progress!

· Draft National Endurance Rules are at Equine Canada for approval

· Website  www.endurancecanada.ca  - very close to reality!  THANK YOU, EVE!

· Endurance Canada ‘photo contest’ underway – THANK YOU, JAN & GAYLE!

· Z-TEC nomination document almost complete – still waiting for info from OC

· Our concerns re: new Malaysia/WEC qualifications being sent to FEI

· Board reviewing application for proposed 2008 National Championships (Alta)

· ECOGOLD – Karen working with them on a special saddle pad

· AERC and Endurance Canada in conference re: Reciprocity
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Claudia Works and Plays in Paris, Ireland and England

Work, work, work…
Finally arriving in Paris after 16 hours travel with my daughter (Rebecca) first thing was how to get to the hotel. At information in the airport they were helpful and recommended a co-share taxi set up which worked well.

In the morning my sitter, Rebecca, and I all went to the venue in a taxi and I went on to meetings while my daughter enjoyed the sights of Paris.

[image: image9.png]El



The meetings were very formal- a dress code was in place. By 9am everyone was at their designated rooms and meetings began.

At break I mingled with other foreign delegates and learned the concerns that we all have are universal and also life experiences were not very different at all. I am pleased to say that, though the forum was designated for Vets, Technical Delegates and Judges, there were many people there who were riders and were able to speak “from the heart” about their riding experiences and truly how they want to see this sport unfold.

Some points from other delegates mentioned:

· More experience needed in the 160km distance and should be implemented in the qualification procedures.

· A buddy system whereby it is easier for countries to qualify as a ‘combination’, whereby i.e. North American riders lease horses to African countries and visa versa. 
This would make it more financially viable and easier as so many countries have horse sicknesses to which others don’t want to expose their horses. A comment was that you would not get the best horses, but I feel we all know it’s not just the horse but also the rider’s ability that gets the horse through. Also riders would need to have good reputations or other riders will not loan their horses out to you.

In light of this Forum I have no idea now why the qualifications for Malaysia are as such, and I promise you Canadian riders are not the only country up in arms about this. Any info you may like to see is on the FEI website.

And afterward…

I also had the opportunity to ride out with Yvonne Croke, one of the top riders in Ireland. We did a 20 mile loop where she was in contact with her father all the time (Kevin). He along with Yvonne’s son and Rebecca pit crewed for us. Yes, even in training rides, they have crews - very interesting.

Then in England I had the opportunity to ride an endurance ride- the Berkshire Championships right in racehorse country near Lambourn. The views were great, rolling hills and as is noted to be a fast ride, it was. We completed in 6 hours and 6 minutes with a happy owner.

On our way home through Thoroughbred country we came to a road crossing for race horses (they have the right of way), took a look down the path and saw horses coming. I apologized to Rebecca as we were supposed to go to the zoo but I had to stop and take pictures. The tractor driver (who happened to be the guy who graded the all weather track) told me to hang on and I would be able to take more pictures when they come back in 5 minutes and that the boss was sure to be down to check on me too. No problem. I would just explain I was there to admire some of the best Thoroughbreds in England. Yes, he did come down and in leaving invited me to the yard. Oh God I couldn’t believe it so of course I was down there like a dirty shirt. I have never been in such a big yard in my life where it was spotless and all the horses were content. The co-trainer got up on his horse for the next batch to go out to the gallops and said we could come to the viewing area so course I did. An 800 metre track about 3 horses wide all enclosed. I asked how long they walked around and they said till the boss comes down so I sat tight. What a great guy the boss very friendly and happy to show off his yard, we watched quietly as the horses trotted around and he paired them up and then told a rider to take them out. OK he said to Rebecca and I “Get in the truck”. I about had tears in my eyes and wanted someone to pinch me hard, was this true. Shut up I said [to myself] and got in and off we went to the top of the gallop to watch the horses up the gallop. I took loads of pictures as the trainer named all the horses for me, which he offered to do. Then at the top was a 400 metre circle where he drove into the middle and discussed each horse’s progress with the riders. He asked Rebecca how many horses. While he was on the phone I counted 45 and they have 4 batches going out each day. Then back to the barn where he invited us in for tea. Oh this was unreal but I did have to decline as I had promised Rebecca to go to the zoo. He shook our hands and I thanked him over and over. I had to call my aunt as I was going out the driveway as I was shaking with excitement. I had her car and was driving on the left side of the road to which she thought we had an accident !! I informed her that I would be late back and all was well that we had just spent the morning with Mick Channon. What a great guy!



FEI World Endurance Forum identifies areas for further action 

The proceedings of the FEI World Endurance Forum held in Paris (FRA) continued today in an exemplary spirit of cooperation and constructive work. The chairmen of the three working groups – Fred Barrelet (SUI), Veterinary; Maurizio Stecco (ITA), Judges; and John Robertson (GBR), Technical Delegates – presented summaries of the workshops which took place in the afternoon on the first day of the Forum. Thanks to these summaries, the following specific areas, where change and improvement were necessary, were identified: qualification system; equitation training; public perception of the sport in terms of the dress and terminology used; horse log book; rest periods; suspension of riders and horses; protocol for abandonment; ride finish system; hold / presentation times; course design; star system for ride distances; availability of qualified officials; monitoring of the officials’ performances; re-evaluation of the low-level distances and the potential dangers linked to them; number of vet gates and their link to the going; weights; progressive closing of vet gates; establishment of regional championships and CEIOs; development of a comprehensive database; adequate technology; examination of a handicap system; progression through star-rating of rides on national and international level; education of officials; re-examination of the best condition award rules. 

Almost half of these areas where reassessment was required were identified in all three presentations. 

On the basis of these recommendations and with the further contribution of the National Federations, a task force will be created, the goal of which will be to assist the FEI in producing new Rules of Endurance better suited to the changing circumstances and the massive growth the sport is experiencing. 

It is important to emphasize that there is a great sense of unity and agreement in the discipline of Endurance and a strong feeling of belonging to the world equestrian family. 

The full presentations of the working groups, as well as documents pertaining to the Forum are available in PDF format on the FEI website 
http://www.horsesport.org/e/documents/draft_schedules.htm) 
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Equine Canada Announces New CEO 

Equine Canada President Al Patterson is pleased to announce that Debbie Millar has been promoted to the new position of Chief Executive Officer. Hired originally as EC’s Director of Operations, in her role as CEO, Debbie will be responsible for all operational and administrative requirements, infrastructures and programs of the organization, with support from Director of Finance Mike Arbour and recently hired Director of Sport Craig Andreas, in addition to the qualified staff at the National Office. 

EC Announces New Director of Sport 

Equine Canada is pleased to announce that Craig Andreas has joined Equine Canada in the new position of Director of Sport. Andreas is responsible for ensuring the orderly implementation of the aims and objectives of EC, relating to equestrian sport in Canada. His specific responsibilities include overseeing human resources management of sport related staff, business process planning and management, and monitoring sport related budgets. In addition, Andreas will support and coordinate sport related programs and activities in order to achieve the long term and annual priorities of EC and all of its disciplines

SSG Riding Gloves Official Glove of EC Equine Canada and the Canadian Equestrian Team are pleased to announce a new sponsorship with the Canadian-owned company, SSG Riding Gloves. SSG Riding Gloves is also pleased to be outfitting the Canadian Equestrian Team heading to the 2007 Pan Am Games with their outstanding products.
SnugrugZ Official Supplier of CET @ Pan Ams 
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Equine Canada and the Canadian Equestrian Team are pleased to announce a new sponsorship with the Canadian-owned company, SnugrugZ. It will be providing our equine athletes with the official Canadian Equestrian Team shipping blanket, shipping boots, cooler sheet and polo wraps. 

EC Breeds & Industry Horse/Pony Sales Guide - Call for Listings! 

Equine Canada members in all provinces interested in expanding their marketing opportunities are invited to participate in a new service offered by the Breeds & Industry Division. The bilingual online marketing database, Equine Canada Breeds & Industry Guide to Horses and Ponies for Sale in Canada, is being developed to increase exposure for Canadians selling quality prospects of all breeds and sport and racing disciplines. The Guide will enable Breeds & Industry Division representatives to provide an easily accessible sales list to buyers that they meet at trade shows, Canadian trade missions abroad, as well as incoming international trade missions to Canada. Log on to http://www.sportsbiz.bz/equine/e/horses/register.cfm to add your sales prospect to the Equine Canada Breeds & Industry Guide to Horses and Ponies for Sale in Canada in English. Log on to http://www.sportsbiz.bz/equine/f/chevaux/demande.cfm to add your sales prospect in French. 



June 2, 2007 

St. Denis, SK

Last year it was awesome - full moon, northern lights, howling coyotes in the Aberdeen community pasture. 

Ride camp is at our place, Zwann Farm, St Denis, SK. contact me, Trisha Dowling, DVM at trisha.dowling@usask.ca  
or 
306-258-4455.

Check in at 6 PM, ride starts at 8 PM.
Distance is in 15 mile increments - so a 15 mile fun ride or a 30 mile LD, or more miles if there is interest. Ride the first loop in the light, then turn around and ride the loop backwards in the dark. I ride the first loop activating glow sticks. 
Community breakfast 
Sunday morning.

Trisha Dowling, DVM, MSc, DACVIM & DACVCP 
Professor, Veterinary Clinical Pharmacology 
Director, Canadian gFARAD 
Western College of Veterinary Medicine

52 Campus Drive

Saskatoon, SK     S7N 5B4

PH      306-966-7359
FAX   306-966-7376
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ENDURANCE CANADA PHOTO CONTEST!

Hi Everyone!

As you will remember, Jan Marsh, on our behalf, attended the Long Term Athlete Development Conference in Calgary last year and the LTAD Steering Committee is now in the process of creating the ‘visual’ side of their LTAD model, and is asking all disciplines to submit photographs of our athletes and participants, ages 3 to 100!  It is exciting that Endurance is to be a part of this model.   We have come up with an idea of asking our Endurance Canada members to participate in choosing those photos they would like to see in the LTAD model.  Our sport is fantastic in that it really is a sport for any age, and that is what we want our photos to reflect.  So – here’s what we are asking you to do:

By May 25th, please send as many photos as you like, which you feel best ‘describe’ our sport, to our group list - CanEndure.
-children and their ponies

-the oldies

-men in tights

-crewing

-during the ride; 

-spectacular trails

-international

-etc., etc., etc.!
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The idea is to show photos that represent participants from infancy to podium and beyond!
Procedure (Gayle and Daphne ‘tested’ it, and it works!):


-www.yahoogroups.com


-‘join’ or ‘sign in’


-click on ‘CanEndure’


-click on ‘photos’; then ‘add photo’


-click on ‘browse’ to select your photo from your personal files 
IMPORTANT: when sending in photos please sign the attached Equine Canada Release Form, including the name of the photographer, and fax it to Daphne at 250-764-7443. 

Once all the photos are ‘up’ and ‘numbered’, beginning May 26th, voting will commence!  Send your vote (use the numbers assigned to the photos) to Jan Marsh  jemarsh@telus.net   Last day for voting will be May 30th.  We will submit the Top Twenty to Equine Canada on May 31st, and will publish the results on CanEndure@yahoogroups.com and in our newsletter.    REMEMBER: all photos MUST have a release form, including photographer’s name. 

Thank you for participating!

Jan Marsh

National Education, Coaching and Athlete Development Sub-committee

Endurance Canada

May 16th, 2007

PHOTO RELEASE FORM 
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 
I hereby grant to Equine Canada (EC) the right to reproduce, use, exhibit, display, broadcast, distribute and create derivative works of the photographed images taken of me for use in connection with the activities of EC or for promoting, publicizing or explaining EC or its activities. In addition, I waive any right to inspect or approve the finished product, including written copy, wherein my likeness appears. 

This grant includes, without limitation, the right to publish such images in any of EC’s, promotional materials and Web site, in any format and media available to EC now or in the future, including but not limited to print, broadcast, videotape, CD-ROM, and electronic/online media. 

Name (printed): ___________________________ 

Signature: ________________________________ 

Date of Agreement: ________________________ 

If the person signing is a minor, there should be consent by a parent or guardian, as follows: 

I hereby certify that I am the parent or guardian of ____________________________, the minor named above, and do hereby give my consent without reservations on behalf of this person. 

Parent/Guardian’s Printed Name: ___________________________ 

Parent/Guardian’s Signature: ___________________________ 

Date of Agreement: ___________________________

Bob In Biltmore 

Bob Gielen and FC Galaxy take on in horrendous conditions… 

Yes it was a very wet and slippery ride and I am very pleased with my horse.  He was a little hard to settle on the first loop as with 60 horses there was always someone in sight and Galaxy would grab the bit and shake his head and expend energy that he would need later in the ride.  
Everything went according to plan though....we started at the back and rode very conservatively on the first loop.  Then we just picked up the pace for the next 4 loops.  ...then finished in the dark at 10:34 pm.  The trail was very slick and some fairly deep mud and it rained most of the day.  However I think that was better for the northern horses than the 91F temperatures of Tues and Wed.
I owe a big thank you to all the fellow Canadians at the ride as they had staked out some prime real estate for crewing (and as per usual I showed up at the last minute crewless, read "clueless")  The only disappointing part of the whole weekend was the bad luck of our Canadian contingent!  ...but true to form they were good sports to the end.  
I want to especially thank Ruth (Sturley), Wendy (MacCoubrey), and Wendy (Benz) for setting up the crew area.  And, of course, where would we be without Mike and Nancy Beacon who just show up and feed people and help out any way you want! Thanks Folks I would still be out there if not for all your help.  
Also congrats to Yvette (Vinton) for toughing out the trail as she was right behind me and it would have been easy to quit in the mud and the dark.  Way to go "Vinnie"!  
I had a lot of help at later stages from people pitching in as our team got smaller!!
So we are home after a 2700 mile round trip!!!
Happy trails everyone!!!  I will write more after the laundry is done!!  Bob
Interview with Kathy 

Hi Bob! 

I see you were 10th…good show!  What was your time?
Not sure but I think 12 hours 54 minutes.  I finished at 10:34 pm
I see there was “bad luck” for the Canadian team. 

Can you tell me what knocked out the other riders? 
   
Again, not sure.  I heard of two puncture wounds.  Possibly just the mud and slippery terrain.  I sure would have liked to see all of the Canuck team finish!!!!
How long have you been riding?
 

Got my first horse in 1986...
How long have you been competing in Endurance?

My first competitive ride was 1988, and my first endurance ride was 1994.
Tell me about your horse.

 
FC Galaxy he is a 10 year old Arab ex-race horse from the track in Delaware.  He was bred in Texas and is out of a French racing stud  A LA CROIX NOIRE  ( which sounds pretty funny in American)  
He is a bay gelding 15 hh and has four legs.  I really did not think much of him when I got him but he is a tough little guy with a big heart.  
What’s your next goal for competition?
 

If all goes well will do the Pine tree in Maine in June and hopefully get to Ontario in July.  
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     Name:    ____________________________________________________________________

     Address:  ___________________________________________________________________

     Town/City:  __________________________________   Province:  ____________________                                                                                                                                               

     Postal Code:  ___________________________   Telephone:  _________________________                               

     Fax:  __________________________________     email:  ____________________________

     Club Affiliation(s):  ___________________________________________________________

Regular/Riding Membership* ($25.00) ____ ($20.00 for 2006 Members)   Non-riding ($15.00): ____                                                

· The Endurance Canada Committee has drafted national rules and policies 

· is working to provide Canadian sanctioning for all endurance rides 

· is developing a national awards/recognition program 

· will build educational, coaching, and athlete development programs - grassroots to international 

· will support our riders representing Canada on the world stage 

· will play an active role on the Equine Canada’s Sport Council
· publishes e-newsletters 

· provides CanEndure@yahoogroups.com as a forum for discussion; 

· website: www.endurancecanada.net early in 2007.   

Please show your support for Endurance Canada by becoming a member TODAY!  Thank you!  

Please return this form, and your cheque made out to: Equine Canada for ENDURANCE CANADA
Send to:                       Chicki Jacques

                                                            Secretary, Endurance Canada

                                                             4151 Field Road

                                                             Kelowna, B.C.  

                                                             V1W 4G1

                                                             Phone: 250-861-5849        Fax: 250-764-7443

chicki_jacques@shaw.ca        

Membership in Endurance Canada entitles you to:


-lifetime number and membership card


-voting privileges


-newsletter


-participation in national points and awards programs


-access to educational, coaching and athlete development programs


-access to available funding for international competitions


*Endurance Canada members must be members of their respective Provincial Equestrian Federations for insurance purposes (currently required by most provincial endurance organizations). 
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June 10:   Ft. Howes CEI***- Ashland, Montana (AHA National Championship 100 mile)





July 19:   Ontario Provincial Championship CEI***- Meaford, Ont.





August 25:   Arabian Nights Challenge of Champions  CEI ** & CEI***- Oreana, Idaho (AERC National Championships)





September 22:  USEF National Zones Team Challenge CEI***- Ashland, Montana  











…vets wearing dresses…





…the concerns that we all have are universal, and also life experiences were not very different at all…





2007 Membership Application Form 





On the Banks of the Musselshell…





Michelle Zutz and I toured down to Roundup, MT for the Roundup Rendezvous.  We recommend it highly!  The drive was nothing short of spectacular along the spine of Montana with views of vast valleys on both sides of us most of the trip.  





The ride hospitality was superb; the trail was exceptionally well marked, the terrain challenging , historic, and fabulous! 





The news that Endurance Canada and AERC are working on reciprocating mileage & points raised interest after some had asked if there are any AERC -sanctioned rides in Canada.  





Kathy 
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