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CANADA




e-mail address – endurancecanada@shaw.ca
Hi Everyone!
August’s newsletter will be short and sweet – the Kat’s in Aachen!  While she’s ‘out of town’ thought we would include one of her great poems about our sport!  Enjoy!  Also thought you might like to see the list of the Endurance Canada membership to date (seems to be growing daily!), and wanted to make sure you have the ‘coverage’ info for the World Equestrian Games – we’re first out of the gate on the 21st!  All eyes on Aachen – and all fingers crossed!  On your behalf, I sent them our very best wishes.

Equine Canada will have a booth at the Trade Fair at the Games, and Endurance Canada has been asked to participate, so we have hastily put together an introductory ‘flyer’ for display/distribution (oh, how I wish we had posters, pins, etc. – 2010 Kentucky for sure!).  It is a great opportunity to promote the equine industry in Canada to the 500,000 enthusiasts expected to attend, and we want to be included!

Another item of interest: Equine Canada and Sport Canada are inviting the disciplines to take part in the 2006 Equine Canada Long-Term Athlete Development Summit, September 11th and 12th in Calgary, giving coaches and industry stake-holders an opportunity to take an in-depth look at Canadian Equestrian Sport and to contribute to the development of the model with Sport Canada.  They are looking for current and real facts concerning our athletes and basic philosophies that underlie our sport, with the goal being to influence life long participation and optimize international podium performance.  Endurance Canada wants to have representation at this Summit, hopefully, someone from our ‘Coaches and Education Sub-committee’; we have some VERY qualified people showing an interest in this aspect of our sport.  It’s very exciting to be afforded these opportunities – let’s take advantage of them any time we can.

We would love to start receiving information for the newsletter from the various provinces/regions as to your activities, accomplishments, etc; I know B.C. readers would love to hear what’s happening in the Atlantic Provinces, for example.  Please?!

Terre tells me there is no change to our Leader Board, but likely will be shortly as she receives ride results from the last month.

Thanks to Ruth Carlson, Chair of our Officials Committee, we have now completed the necessary paperwork, and a list of our star-rated Endurance Officials and Veterinarians has been forwarded to Equine Canada and on to FEI for approval and posting.  Once our recommendations have been confirmed we will advise you.  We do need to encourage more people to take the necessary courses and be involved. 

Until September!  Daphne
WORLD EQUESTRIAN GAMES, AACHEN 2006
Most of our Endurance Team members and their horses have arrived in Europe, safe and sound, and the rest of the entourage will follow shortly!  

NOTE:  CBC Country Canada will be providing extensive coverage of the WEG, including Endurance (initially not considered – HUGE thanks to Judy Wardrope of JW Equine for this):

http://www.cbccountrycanada.ca/worldequestrian.html
Please contact them directly and thank them for bringing this to us!

ALSO:  Linda Nicholas, the official groom of Julius Bloomfield on our Endurance Team, has set up a website/live journal, so we can REALLY feel part of the action:

http://weg2006.livejournal.com/     Already great reading!

***************************************

Thank you to Endurance Canada member, Wendy MacCoubrey, for ensuring that our Endurance Canada logo appears on all the Team uniforms, and in all media coverage! 
***************************************
Check out the latest HorseLife Magazine – we now have our own page!  Thank you, Equine Canada!  This issue, written by our Secretary, Monika Smith, features our Endurance Team at the WEG!

***************************************
Summary of recent FEI news on the Games:


The first discipline featured in the Games will be Endurance!  The mass start, and the race to the finish, will be witnessed by tens of thousands of spectators at the Aachen show grounds on August 21st!  It is estimated that there will be 168 competitors from over 40 countries!  Can you imagine how exciting this will be for our Team Canada?!


The event will cover a route which zig-zags between three countries – Germany, Belgium and the Netherlands.  Local farmers have been most helpful, harvesting their crops early, so the trail can cross their land, enabling the amount of road work to be reduced to about 10%.  The terrain is not as flat as it looks, and this is deemed to be a ‘thinking rider’s course’; they will need to pace themselves.  Part of the challenge for the Organizing Committee has been that the competition is being held during the peak, very busy, tourist season.   Crew vehicles will be restricted for this reason.  Because of the extreme heat being experienced this summer in Europe, contingencies are in place, including ice and cooling equipment and the possibility of adjusting the vet gate hold times.  Also, the ground will likely be very hard because of this heatwave.  The best section of ground is expected to be the last loop, the 16 kilometre track also being used by the Three Day Eventers. 

Our very own Ruth Carlson (chair of Endurance Canada’s Officials Committee) will be the President of the Ground Jury in Aachen, and Dr. Jim Bryant, another of Canada’s elite 4* officials, will be one of the veterinarians ‘on the line’ at the vet gate.  We will be well represented ‘officially’!

As you know, there will be four riders per team with the best three completion times to count.  The current world champion (Dubai 2005), Barbara Lissarague from France, will not be participating in these championships but her amazing horse, Georgat, has been listed as a possible ride by the new owner, Sheikh Mohammed.

*************************************

Just a reminder:


LOUD cheering for OUR Team, please!


Karen Badger


Julius Bloomfield


Mary-Anne Dorchester


Linda Riley


Ruth Sturley


Kay Melvin, Chef d’Equipe


James Carmalt, DVM, Team Veterinarian


And all their crew and assistants!

GO CANADA GO!!!!!!!!!


Princess Haya – the new President of FEI
A new generation, from a different part of the world:


-daughter of King Hussein of Jordan


-married to Sheikh Mohammed, ruler of Dubai


-graduate of Oxford University


-competed in Show Jumping at the 2000 Sydney Olympics


-competed in the World Endurance Championships in Dubai 2005

Endurance Canada supported her bid for the Presidency and believe she will bring very positive change to FEI.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
WELCOME New (and Old!) Members

Great to hear from you in ONTARIO, QUEBEC and ATLANTIC CANADA

COAST to COAST!

	Karen Duperron
	Karmen & Jeff Hell
	Elaine Bessuille

	Julie Green
	Lynda Townsend
	Wendy MacCoubrey

	Carol Lewin
	Kristen Howard
	Dr. Stan Alkemade, DVM

	Chrystal Woodhouse
	Tom & Lesley Paleczny
	Kay Melvin

	Deanna Ramsay
	Ruth Sturley
	Terry Boscher

	Simon Benwell
	Louise Richardson
	Wendy Benns

	Joann Kearnan
	Barbara Fleet
	Pat Carnegie

	Fanny Barrette
	Louise Abbott
	Karen Badger

	Grant Balmer
	Madeline Bateman
	Lori Bewza

	Julius Bloomfield
	Rick Burnside
	Ruth Carlson

	Roberta & Jim Carleton
	Kate Coady
	Dede Dacyk

	Kathy Dagneau
	Jane Depner
	Dr. Trisha Dowling, DVM

	Gayle Ecker
	Karen & John Eigler
	Karen Ellis

	Delle Fairclough
	Garry Forde
	Robert Gielen

	Lana & Terry Halisheff
	Joan Harris
	Barbara Hart

	Pat Hayward
	Karen Holmes
	Barbara Holmes-Balmer

	Kathy Irvine
	Chicki Jacques
	Eve Comrie

	Ashley Jacobs
	The Janzen Family
	Elroy Karius

	Shirley Kichton
	Sandy Laing
	Kaaren Lebert

	Sonys Steiner LeRoy
	Joanne Macaluso
	Anne Mackay

	Jan Marsh
	Carol Martin
	Sarah McIntosh

	The MacLeod Family
	Sandy McCartie
	Dr. Jim Bryant, DVM

	Brenda Miskimmin
	Tracey Mourre
	Erin Mudry

	Donna Munn
	Anne Neary
	Lydia Neufeld

	Linda Nicholas
	Terre O’Brennan
	Linda Pacholko

	Jackie Paul
	Lynn Paul
	Aura Pombert

	Cindy Penno
	Dr. Mike Peterson, DVM
	Julie Phair

	Jon & Dorothy Rescorla
	Daphne Richard
	Linda Riley

	Nellie Roukema
	Tunie Rousseau
	Lori Sawatzky

	Brad Geres
	Marlene Semsch
	Deborah Strand

	Monika Smith
	Kerri-Jo Stewart
	David Thorpe

	Shannon Walton
	Stevi Michelle Weissbach
	Jay Yavis

	Donna Ivany
	Stuart Culver
	Ann Culver

	Monika Smith
	Eve Comrie
	


************************************************************************

MIDDIES
	 

We are endurance riders -

we’ve rode a few odd miles,

but long since won a Fastest Time,

or Best Condition prize.

 

We are not the skinny girls

with bright and shiny tights.

Our riding pants are carefully picked

to hide our cellulite.

 

We don’t ride hell for leather

like the tough and wiry men,

who ride as if the mile behind

is out to marry them.

 

We haven’t finished in dead last,

or in dead of night for years.

We know what time that supper is!

‘sides, the dark brings us to tears.
 

Yes, we’re the mighty middies,

we don’t ride for the awards,

but in the end we take away

the finest of rewards.

 

We always will remember

picking berries at a trot;

and stopping to pee on every loop,

and not once getting caught!

 


	And boasting ‘bout our horses -

“though his bloodlines we don’t know.”

And brag about how … “he chose me

while he was on death row…’

 

‘…and, while he looks all Arabsy,

he stares down every cow…

…he stands real nice to open gates…”

Oh look!  There’s one now!

 

So while the others race for first,

tears streaming from their eyes,

and ones in last are leading in

vying for the Turtle Prize,

 

we the vast majority are done-

our vet card A’s!

Our horses sport their rugs and wraps,
we’re high on Gatorade.

 

We have had the best of times;

we pat each other’s back,

‘cause we’re the Mighty Middies -

mid-age, mid-distance, mid-pack.

 

 Author - Kathy Irvine



Congratulations to Myna Cryderman, our token Canadian at the Tevis riding Night Skye!  She finished the ride at 4:46AM.  To finish is to WIN!  (Especially at the Tevis!). She finished in 63rd place out of 196 starters/87 finishers. AWESOME!





Completion rate less than 45%











