[image: image1.png]S

Alitech-E).
World Equestrian Games™
Kentucky 2010

THE 2010 ALLTECH FEI WORLD EQUESTRIAN GAMES™ NEWSLETTER




	WEG Update:
Planners discuss temporary stadium, transportation as WEG draws closer


by Joe Gillespie
Lexington, KY - "The countdown clock is probably the good Lord's sentence on me, because every time I wake up and see it's 218 days, then 217 days, then bang, bang, bang. Yes, it's going to happen." 

Those are the words of Dr. Pearse Lyons, founder of Alltech, who has been doing a lot of clock watching since he committed to the title sponsorship of the 2010 Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games. With its $10 million investment, Alltech launched an international campaign getting customers from around the world on board. Now dozens have joined in, and the Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games 2010 logo can be seen on products from Europe to Asia. 

Lyons said the Games logo on dozens of products also includes Lexington. "I'm as proud of that as anything else," he added.

The 16 days of equine glory begin on September 25, but World Games 2010 Foundation CEO Jamie Link is facing an earlier deadline. Link is gearing up for a massive building project, to begin in June. The new indoor arena and other permanent structures are complete, but more than 300 temporary structures must be built. Link said the new outdoor arena was built to seat 7,500, but temporary seating will be added to seat almost 30,000. Workers will create a temporary driving stadium to seat 6,000. Other structures will be erected for the trade show and the "Kentucky Experience" and the "Alltech Experience" pavilion, along with a 30,000-square-foot hospitality tent. Countless support buildings must also be created.

When it's built, will they come? Kentucky first lady Jane Beshear said that when the work is completed, the Kentucky Horse Park will be the finest equestrian competition facility in the world. A devoted equestrian, Beshear said, "This is the best of the best. All of the competitors, equine and human, are at the top of the sport. We will see competition unlike anything we've seen."

Link has shared some concern about the impact of the world economy on the competition. He expected that only 600 horses would be making the journey to the Bluegrass, but now that number has increased to closer to 750 horses. Link also said ticket sales took a jump with the arrival of the New Year. On January 1, daily ticket sales doubled, and he said he expects the sales to jump again with the arrival of spring. At this point, Link said he sees no reason to downsize preliminary estimates that 600,000 people will visit the Games site during the event's 16 days.

John Nicholson, executive director of the Kentucky Horse Park, asserted that the Alltech World Equestrian Games are already a success. When Nicholson talks about the Games, his tone is almost evangelical. "Success can be measured in tangible things like the new facilities at the Kentucky Horse Park, which have been rented already by many national and international events for years and years to come, he said. "This fact will solidify Central Kentucky's position as the horse capital of the world."

"I do have one recurring nightmare," he added. "With tens of thousands of people expected to move in and out of the park everyday, transportation has occupied a lot of our attention. We are confident but aren't taking anything for granted." 

There are several pieces to the transportation plan, explained Link. Buses will run from hotels to the venue. A park-and-ride facility at Coldstream Research Park will allow people to park their own vehicles and take shuttles to the park, and some limited paid parking will be available at the Kentucky Horse Park. When people arrive at the park, shuttles to the venues will be available, including special ADA transportation for those with special needs. Walking, he advised, will be the most effective way to navigate, but this will also be a challenge, with 800 acres of the 2000-acre Horse Park to be utilized for the Games and a distance of almost a mile from the Games' hospitality center to the farthest venue.

The Games will feature competition for eight world championships, including jumping, dressage, eventing, endurance, driving, reining, vaulting and para-equestrian. To many central Kentuckians, these events are unfamiliar, but Nicholson said that people will become lifelong fans after they experience the Games. 

"People around here will understand how much fun these sports are and how exciting they are," he said. This will mean big crowds for other Horse Park events for decades to come, he added. 

Link is also very confident about the opening ceremonies. Dr. Everett McCorvey, director of opera for the Lexington Opera Society, will be producing the events, with the challenge of blending music, pageantry and the horse. Link said McCorvey "gets it," and when the spectacular event begins in the outdoor stadium at the Kentucky Horse Park at on September 25, it will be a perfect "call to the post."

Foundation officials said there is still time for people to get involved in the Games as volunteers. More than 8,000 volunteers can be used and interested people can go online for more information at www.alltechfeigames.com. Because of the scope and complexity of managing this volunteer army, the foundation has hired a special consulting firm to match jobs with people. 

There are still those skeptical about the final outcome, but Jane Beshear is not one of those people. 

"There's no doubt in my mind this will be a greater success than we have imagined," she said.
