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UNDERSTANDING THE RULES
for 
FEI / INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS 

Updated Jan 2012
QUALIFICATIONS UNDER THE NEW RULES FOR FEI EVENTS:

What do you need to do to qualify for the FEI Competitions?  Full details: www.fei.org  
You must be authorized to compete in any FEI competition by Equine Canada/Endurance Canada.  The ‘authorization to compete’ form can be found on the Equine Canada website www.equinecanada.ca under Disciplines, under Endurance.
Our contact at Equine Canada is Wendy Gayfer  WGayfer@equinecanada.ca    Wendy will contact Maura Leahy at Endurance Canada to confirm your ride record and your authorization will then be sent to the Ride Manager of the FEI ride you plan to attend. 

A.  If you and your current horse have successfully completed a FEI CEI** or CEI*** you are qualified to compete in an FEI CEI *** event within 24 months of the date of your last successful completion.  You are deemed to have met the CEI Star Qualifying requirements, up to the highest DISTANCE successfully completed.  You must have a FEI Horse Passport, hold an Equine Canada Platinum Sport License, and be a member of Endurance Canada (see ‘fees’ below).  
Note: the Star System Qualification for riders is for life.   
Note: the Star System Qualification for Horses shall be valid for a period of 24 months. Should a horse fail to successfully complete at the next level for which it has qualified within that period it will need to re-qualify for its existing level again before progressing further. 

The way to consider this is that a horse initially qualifies at a level and by doing so achieves that level status and is then qualified to then compete at the next level to achieve that next level’s status and so on.
 
So that a horse that has successfully completed…
 
National Qualification  -  achieves NATIONAL STATUS and is  QUALIFIED to compete at 1* level
 
1* Event   -                     achieves  1* STATUS  and is               QUALIFIED to compete at 2* level
 
2* Event   -                     achieves  2* STATUS  and is               QUALIFIED to compete at 3* level
 
It is the success at lower level that allows the horse/rider to compete at the next level event, the success at that next level qualifies you to compete at the next level and so on.
 
If a 2* Horse does not successfully complete at the next level up (3*) within 24 months, he must ‘re-qualify’ at his existing level (status). His existing level is 2*. To qualify for existing 2* Status he must successfully complete a 2* ride.
 
Therefore, as long as he successfully completes a 2* ride every 24 months his existing level will remain at 2* i.e. you can maintain status by being successful at your present level within the 24 month timeframe.
 
If he does not successfully complete a 2* ride within 24 months he will drop to his previous existing level (status), 1*. If he does not successfully complete a 1* ride in the next 24 months he must drop to his next existing level – national.
 

B.  If you and your current horse have not competed in FEI competitions to date, you must go through the FEI progressive Star Qualifying system: 
 *Note: Star Levels of Endurance Rides are as follows: 1* = 80 - 119 km: 2* = 120 - 139 km: 3* = 140 - 160 km: 4* = Senior Championship of 160km and J/YR of 120 - 130km.
1) Must meet Novice Qualification requirements:

Horses and riders, though not necessarily as a combination, must successfully complete 2 rides of distances between 40 – 79 km and 2 rides of distances between 80 – 90 km at maximum speeds of 16 km/h or under (no faster than 10 mph); or, alternatively,
successfully complete 3 rides of distances of 80 – 90 km at maximum speeds of 16 km/h or under (must be completed in maximum time allowed for these distances under the national rules).  Horses must be at least 5 years old to qualify as a Novice. 

Horses and riders must complete the requirements of this qualifying phase (outlined above) within a 24 month period to qualify to take part in FEI competitions; those 24 months MUST be IMMEDIATELY prior to the first FEI event (CEI 1*).   The qualification for horses is valid for a period of 24 months.  Example: if a horse meets qualification for novice, and then does nothing for 3 years from the date of the last ride, the horse must re-qualify at the Novice level.  The rider qualification is for life and so the rider would still be qualified as a Novice. 

2) Results of your Novice Qualification must be sent to Endurance Canada and verified by Endurance Canada.  See attached form. 
3) Now you are ready to compete in a FEI CEI 1* competition.  Horses must be at least 6 years old to participate.  If you are competing in Canada you do NOT need a FEI Horse Passport (see clarification of vaccination requirements under ‘More’), but both you and your horse must now be registered with FEI.  The rider must now be a member of Endurance Canada and must have an Equine Canada Silver Sport License.  At the completion of this competition have your FEI Log Book filled out – see More Rules/Endurance Log Books.
4) Once you have successfully completed a FEI CEI 1*, after a mandatory rest period of 13 to 20 days, you can enter a CEI 2*.  Horses must be at least 6 years old to participate.  Your horse now needs a FEI Passport (and both you and your horse must be registered with FEI).  The rider must now upgrade to an Equine Canada Gold Sport License (if you are planning to continue on to a 3* you may want to consider a Platinum Sport License at this time), and you need to be a member of Endurance Canada.  Remember your Log Book.
5) Once you have successfully completed a FEI CEI 2*, after a mandatory rest period of 20 days, you can enter a CEI  3*.  (Any distance above 50 miles requires a mandatory rest period of 20 days.)  Horses must be 7.  You require a FEI Horse Passport, an Equine Canada Platinum Sport License and an Endurance Canada membership.  Remember your Log Book.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN NOMINATING FOR A SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP – ie.  WEC 2012 – YOU MUST MEET THESE ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS, as per Art. 816.3.9:  Horses must have successfully graduated through the qualifying process mentioned above and then meet the Championship requirements - have successfully completed at least three 2* events or higher (so two 2* and one 3*, or one 2* and two 3*).  Of those three events, at least one must be at the same distance (160km), minimum speed (14 kph for WEC 2012), and time frame (one day) as the Championship.  And, this event must be achieved as a combination (horse and rider together) within 24 months prior to the close of nominated entries or 60 days prior to the event - whichever is longest). .  For Riders, after graduating through the Novice Qualifying process, they must have successfully completed at least five CEI events, 2* or higher and then comply with the above sentence in italics, the same as for horses.  The 2* or above rides mentioned can include the 2* and 3* events completed during the Star Qualifying process.  Riders are considered qualified for life: they must have (in their entire endurance career) a minimum of five CEI 2* and/or 3* events to qualify for a Championship - no time frame).  Horses must be 8 for CEI 4* competitions.
 
6) Once you have successfully completed #5 above you are qualified to nominate for      Team Canada for a Senior Championship (ie.WEC 2012).
7) If you are interesting in nominating for/competing in the WEC in 2012, early in 2012 you will have an opportunity to nominate yourself and your horse for the Team Canada Endurance Squad.  You will then be required to:
i. have all your FEI paperwork up-to-date

ii. have all your memberships paid

iii. submit your past ride record to the ECI secretary in order to be ranked

iv. submit any rider results in 2012 as they occur

JUNIOR/YOUNG RIDER COMPETITORS:
Young Riders can compete in YR Events from the beginning of the year in which they will turn 16 until the end of the year in which they will turn 21.

Juniors can compete in Junior Events from the beginning of the year in which they will turn 14 until the end of the year in which they will turn 18. 

There is an overlap there, and riders in this age group can choose which category they to compete in.  However, for Championship Events, they can only compete in one or the other in any given year.

Seniors can compete in Senior events, including Championship Events in the year when they will turn 18.

  

In Endurance, any person from the beginning of the year in which they turn 14 can compete in Senior Events as long as they have met all the qualification requirements and are authorized by their National Federation.  

More rules…………

Pulse Times:  All levels must meet 64 bpm within 20 minutes, except 30 minutes at finish.

Mandatory Rest Periods:  See above.  Also refer to 815.3 for new rules related to horses eliminated for metabolic reasons which require immediate invasive treatment at a CEI event.

FEI Endurance Log:  Each horse will have an official log which will accompany the passport on which results of each FEI competition will be recorded, including details of treatment, and signed by the Foreign Veterinarian Delegate.  Download this form from the FEI website:  http://www.fei.org/Disciplines/Endurance/Rules/Pages/Regulations.aspx.   It is listed as FEI Endurance Competition Log Sheet.  Only the Veterinary Delegate, President of the Ground Jury and Appeal Committee can make entries in the Log Book.
Rider Weight:  At all 3* events, minimum weight for Seniors is between 70 and 75 kg; however, only 3* evens with a minimum weight requirement of 75 kg will be considered a ‘qualifying’ ride for Senior Championships.  At 1* and 2* events, organizers can apply for alternative weight (or gender) divisions (ie. Lightweight, Middleweight, Heavyweight or no weight) for a specific event, subject to prior approval by the FEI.  Any ‘Special Weight or Gender’ divisions must be clearly outlined in the Schedule for the event.   

Dress Code:  Same as before: protective headgear, safe footwear with heels or boxed stirrups/equestrian safety stirrups, shirt with a collar and appropriate riding gear.

Vaccination requirements: For CEI 1* only influenza records are not required for horses competing in their own country where vaccination is not required.  If the horse entered in the 1* event is traveling with a 2* competitor and wants to stay in the FEI stable or camping area, that horse must follow FEI vaccination protocols.  In any case, the 1* horse still must bring a document that will verify its identity (registration papers - although they are not really the best because the description and color of the horse can change from the time they are registered as babies until they are 7 or 8 years old, and any scars etc will not be mentioned).  The best ID document is in fact the Coggins.  In the interest of horse safety and welfare, it is recommended that Ride management consider requiring Coggins and/or vaccination records for any horse entering the "ride camp".  It is done in many other disciplines and not necessarily only at the FEI level.

Associated Fees:
Equine Canada Platinum Sport License                            $175*
Equine Canada Gold Sport License                                    125*
Equine Canada Silver Sport License                                   85*
(* See discount information www.equinecanada.ca /Sport Lic.)

FEI Horse Registration (through Equine Canada)             $20                                      
FEI Rider Registration (through Equine Canada)                20                                       
Endurance Canada Membership Affiliation                         25

Contact Information:

FEI                                            
 
www.fei.org 
ECI Chair (Lynda Townsend)    

ken.townsend@csur.ca  

ECI Secretary (Trisha Dowling)           trisha.dowling@usask.ca
Endurance Canada                       
endurancecanada@shaw.ca
 (Chair, Terre O’Brennan) 

Websites:

FEI                                            www.fei.org
Endurance Canada                      www.endurancecanada.ca
Equine Canada                            www.equinecanada.ca
