Ron Janzen Memorial Award – presented Feb. 2010
This award is given to the Endurance Canada member who best displays the same goals, vision and ethics as Ron Janzen, a long term enthusiast of endurance riding who passed away and slipped the bonds of this earth on January, 6th, 2008 at the young age of 52, leaving behind his loving wife Christine and children, son Brett and daughter Jaylene. Ron was a superb athlete and dedicated much of his time to the sport of long distance riding, both in Canada and Internationally. 

It is truly my pleasure to announce the 2009 winner of this prestigious award:
Esau Lewin

Personally, I don’t Esau too well, (he lives in that province called Ontario and I’m way out west!) but I am very familiar with the outstanding contributions he has made to our sport.  The last time I saw him, we were standing in a field in Kentucky, looking like two drowned, freezing rats!

Over the years Esau has contributed so much to the Ontario Competitive Trail Riding Association (OCTRA) and, more recently, to Endurance Canada. While he is supportive of all riders, Esau has been one of the greatest supporters of providing our Canadian endurance riders with an opportunity for an international/F.E.I riding experience, thus increasing their possibilities of  competing successfully on the world stage. 

His efforts have led to increased interest in riding at higher levels by riders not previously aware of or exposed to F.E.I within Ontario, including Young Riders.  He has been involved in many of the elite competitions in Ontario, being responsible for the inception and management of two Provincial Championships that offered 50, 75 and 100 mile F.E.I  levels of competition and is currently on the committee organizing the Canadian Championships for 2010. 

Esau has been a stalwart supporter and leader of this Ontario discipline organization, was the President for four years and continues to serve as a Director. 

On a personal level Esau is kind, compassionate and a great sportsman; he has a quiet strength and a very rational approach, often needed in the emotionally-charged environment of endurance riding. He is always willing to lend a hand and although busy with managing and promoting international riding always finds the time to crew his endurance-riding wife, Carol, and many others at the competitions.  (He was a sprinter which comes in very handy!) 
Very reminiscent of Ron, Esau is such a wonderful example of what a member of our endurance organizations should be. 

Please join me in congratulating Esau and in thanking him for making us proud to be involved with this sport. 

