MISSY’S MILES

2 Day Endurance Ride

April 23 & 24, 2011

Okotoks Alberta

DIRECTIONS: 

From the North: Heading South on the #2 Highway, take exit 222 (Okotoks turnoff) and head East (left) back over the overpass on the 552.  Go for 8km from the overpass to 96th Street and turn South (right).  Go for approximately 3km to 306th Avenue and turn West (right).  Go up around the bend, it is the 2nd driveway on the right.  Proceed slowly up the driveway past the barn, and park in the back field.

From the South:  Head North on the #2 Highway  (you may follow directions as above or this will be quicker)  Turn right on 80th Street exit (it is just after you pass a Petro Canada/A&W on your left, across the river at the top of the hill), there is a sign there for Riverview B & B.  Follow 80th Street heading North for 4.5 km. Turn East (right) on 322nd Avenue.  Follow 322nd down and around bend, onto 96th Street for approximately 2km (heading North again).  Turn West (left) on 306th Avenue. Go up around the bend, it is the 2nd driveway on the right.  Proceed slowly up the driveway past the barn, and park in the back field.

6 miles = 10 km

FACILITIES:
From the North: There is a gas station (with diesel) and small grocery store at the Dunbow Road exit (just before the exit you need to take to get to ride camp.  Head West (right) at the Dunbow Road exit.  It is approximately 1km off the #2 Highway.

From the South: There is the Petro Canada gas station (with diesel) and an A&W just before the 80th Street exit.  If you take the #7 exit towards Okotoks (East), there is a Walmart located just off the intersection of the #7 and main street for Okotoks.

All facilities have room for big rigs although the Walmart will take a little negotiating room.

Tack and Feed supplies may be obtained from The Mill Store which is located on Highway 552.  Head West from the intersection of the #2 and 552 (exit 222) for approximately 6km.  The Mill Store is located on the East side of 552 beside Hebsons Arena.
TEMPERATURE:

Average temperature for this time of year is anywhere from -8C to +10C.   For the last 5 years, there has been no precipitation on this weekend but please come prepared for it!

TRAIL:
This trail will be fairly easy.  I would class it as a 4 out of 10.  It mainly consists of rolling prairie with hills which are can be steep but only a few hundred feet at most in height.  All vet checks will be back in camp.  It may be muddy but there is definitely no bog!  The trail will run into the river valley and is very scenic.  
There will be no smoking allowed on trail.  This is the land I train on which the landowners are permitting us to use.  As always, look after the land and stay on the marked trail which is the only place they are allowing us to use.

Water is available along the river (all rock access, very firm footing) in addition to stock water tanks for the cattle.  There are gopher holes in abundance and care must be taken as this is open pasture land.

This will be a controlled start until you are past the old farm buildings (approximately 2 km) and into the big field.  It will be the same trail on both days with a loop or 2 loops which are done twice.  Blinking Cow Photography will be taking ride photos.
RIDE CAMP:

Camping will be in my back field which is fairly flat, open prairie.  Please do not take too much room as it is the only spot available for camping and we may have quite a few rigs pulling in.  There will be porta potties and horse water available.  Please do not allow your horses to drink out the automatic waterers.

All dogs must be kept on leashes at all times as this is an acreage and there are neighbors dogs within a few hundred feet.  By following this, we may be able to have this ride again!  This rule will be strictly enforced with immediate disqualification and no refund of ride fees as a result.

There is a farrier booked to be on site.

SANCTIONING:

This ride will be sanctioned by Endurance Riders of Alberta (ERA) and American Endurance Riding Conference (AERC). All riders must sign waivers

AWARDS:

Awards will be presented on the evening of each days ride prior to the ride briefing for the next day.  Completion awards and placing awards will be given.  

SCHEDULE

Friday April 22, 2011

4:00 pm -
ride registration opens



vet check opens

8:00 pm -
ride briefing

Saturday April 23, 2011

8:00 am - 
50 milers start

9:00 am - 
25 milers start

6:00 pm - 
dinner

8:00 pm - 
awards & ride briefing

Sunday April 24, 2011

8:00 am - 
50 milers start

9:00 am - 
25 milers start

6:00 pm - 
dinner

8:00 pm - 
awards & prize draw for volunteers/land owners

Monday April 25, 2011

Depending on how well the drag riders do on Sunday!, there may be an option for riders to head out and collect ribbons, close gates and pick up any trail debris.

RIDE FEES
25 miles


$ 45 / day

50 miles


$ 75 / day

Juniors



-$ 5 off of ride fee

AERC day membership may be purchased for $15 – you must be an AERC member or purchase day membership.
Lunch and dinner will be provided on both Saturday and Sunday for all volunteers and riders.  Extra meal tickets for dinner will be available for $10 each.  

Register and pay before April 16th and receive $ 5 off / day.

Register after April 16th will incur an additional $20 fee.

This system will enable us to plan for food better!

Contact:

Leanna Marchant

403 606 3755

westerngrit@yahoo.ca

