EQUINE INFLUENZA VACCINATION

This seems to be a really hot topic that comes up at almost every FEI event held in Canada and the USA.  There are very different points of view regarding the vaccination protocols demanded by the FEI Veterinary Committee and, of course, everyone is entitled to their opinion.  However, just because we have an opinion that opposes the rule does not mean that we may blatantly or unconsciously disregard that rule.  To do so puts Organizing Committees, Officials and Stewards as well as competitors at risk.
We are aware of the worry of “over vaccinating” our horses with boosters every six months.  For the most part a six-month vaccination schedule can be avoided through careful planning.  Certainly, if you plan a very long competition schedule, the six-month schedule will become a necessity in order to comply with the Rules.
But let’s talk a bit about what Annex VI of the Veterinary Regulations actually states. 
1. All horses intending to participate in FEI competition must have at least received an initial primary course of two vaccinations, given between 21 and 92 days apart. Thereafter, a third dose (referred to as the first booster) must be given within 6 months + 21 days after the date of administration of the second primary dose, with at least annual boosters given subsequently (i.e. within one year of the last dose).

2. If the horse is scheduled to take part in an FEI competition, the last booster must have been given within 6 months + 21 days of arrival at the FEI event. (The 21-day window has been provided to enable vaccination requirements to fit in with the competition schedule).

3. No vaccination shall be given within 7 days of the day of arrival at the FEI event.

4. All horses that were certified as correctly vaccinated under the previous FEI equine influenza vaccination rule prior to 1st January 2005, do not need to start a primary course

again provided that they have complied with the previous rule of primary course and annual re-vaccinations and the new rule of a booster vaccination within 6 months + 21 days of the day of arrival at the FEI event.
Fair enough…if we have been in the game for a long time, and adhered to the rule prior to January 1st, 2005, we merely continue with the annual boosters, timed to coincide with our competition schedule.  If we are starting with a new vaccination schedule, we have some room to plan for how our primary course and first booster will relate to our competition schedule.  Simply put, we must ensure that while remaining within the dates set out for the primary course, our booster (referred to as the first booster) is given no earlier than 6 months and 21 days from the date we will arrive at the event. 
If we plan to attend the Zone Competition in Kentucky now scheduled for October 14th, 2009, we must ensure our booster is given no later than March 24th, 2009.  With this vaccination plan, you may compete at FEI events any time from March 31st  (7 days after the booster), until October 14th, 2009 (6 months and 21 days after the booster) within the vaccination protocol.  
Further, if you think your competition schedule going forward might be later in the year, you can push your booster this year to a later date (as long as it is within one year of your last vaccination) to accommodate that.  Once you consider your options, you can easily schedule your booster vaccinations so that in most cases, only an annual booster is required.
It is important to remember that all horses wishing to be stabled within the FEI stables/compound must meet the same vaccination protocols regardless of whether they are entered in the FEI competition or not.  

