REPORT FROM THE CHAIR

ENDURANCE CANADA COMMITTEE ANNUAL MEETING

FEBRUARY 6th, 2010

My Discipline Report to Sport Council, which I sent to all of you (apparently some of you had difficulty opening because ‘Elroy’ was taking up too much ‘space’!), is quite comprehensive and there is no need to repeat that here.

Growing up, according to my kids, there was a recurring theme, revolving around words that begin with the letter ‘p’ – and I thought they just might be appropriate for this meeting.

Beginning with – PRIDE:


-PRIDE in our PERFORMANCE

“When the going gets tough, the tough get going!”


So much pride in our Young Riders winning a silver medal at the NAYRER, and in those very special people who helped to make that possible;


So much pride in our Kentucky Cup ‘teams’ – our riders, our horses, our crews, our officials, which, for the first time included ‘coaches’ – our wonderful ‘hall of fame’ mentor, Nancy, and Kim, who was a tremendous asset (and who brought along her husband who took the most amazing photos!);


Felt so much pride when I watched Ruth Sturley canter around a tiny ring, representing our sport at the Royal Winter Fair, with Marion commentating and answering questions from the audience;


Pride in all our athletes who have excelled this year in challenging competitions throughout the US and Canada – at provincial and national championships, FEI events, and even the Tevis;


Pride in having Ruth serve as the Chair of the Endurance Committee for the FEI;


Pride in all our volunteers across the country – what great people they are to give so much to this sport that we love;


Pride in our National Federation – Akaash and Mike – who represent Canadian equestrianism so well.

Next word that comes to mind – PERSEVERANCE:


In terms of work:  we sometimes seem to go around in endless circles during this transitional phase;


But this persevering IS paying off – we ARE getting there – thanks to the huge amount of work being done by our Board and our sub-committees;


In terms of ‘play’: the perseverance of our athletes, travelling literally thousands and thousands of miles at great expense in pursuit of their goals and dreams re: riding for Canada.

Putting all this in PERSPECTIVE:

Even though it seems we’ve been at some of these things forever, we really are still quite ‘new’ to this game, relatively speaking.


Just understanding the concept and implications of being a ‘committee’ as opposed to a stand-alone organization/club has been a struggle.  And of course some of us are slower than others at figuring things out!

We must stay POSITIVE!  Glass of water (or wine!) half full!  Believe!  Support one another!  Remember why we’re here!

What are our PRIORITIES and PLANS for 2010?


How about actually sanctioning some rides in Canada, which will also kick-start our AERC negotiations for reciprocity, finalize our rules and recognize our officials program.


We’re anticipating a fabulous Canadian Distance Championship!


And we’ll be standing on the PODIUM in Kentucky – at the NAYRER and the WEG – and we want to assist our teams in all ways possible to ensure their success.


We need to fine-tune our sponsorship policies and initiatives.


And, of course, we’re all planning for spring!  Riding!  Our first competition!   And ALL the competitions of the season!

And lastly, PONDERINGS – while I’m mucking POOP (another ‘p’ word!):


I have great ideas while mucking out – most of which I’ve forgotten by the time I get back to the house – but I do have some recurring dreams and themes:


Such as – 



Finding a permanent site/trail for a high performance training facility;



Finding a way to represent all endurance enthusiasts across the country;



Finding a sponsor who shares our PASSION;



Etc. etc. etc.!

Respectfully submitted, 

Daphne

