Endurance Hall of Fame – Equine Canada Annual Awards Gala - 2010
Good evening, Ladies and Gentlemen.  Thank you very much for again giving us this opportunity to recognize a few of the very special individuals in the sport of Endurance.

This year’s inductee into the Endurance Canada Hall of Fame is someone who epitomizes every aspect of our sport.  As Chair of the Endurance Canada Committee I have so often turned to her for her knowledge, experience and wisdom – she ‘gets’ the big picture – from the grassroots level to the international stage – been there, done that.  She actually belongs to the world, as Chair of the FEI Endurance Committee, but we are so fortunate to have her actively involved with us here at home as well.  I would like to introduce Ruth Carlson, this year’s inductee into the Endurance Hall of Fame.  Our Ruthie….

(The photo on the screen behind me is of Ruth presenting the medals as the World Endurance Championships in Malaysia, November 2008 – a very proud moment for our Canadian Team at the competition.)

I will always remember one of the first times I met Ruth – I was managing a ride and at one of the vet checks I thought I was being a big help and was about to pull her saddle off for her and dump it on the ground, and quietly she says to me: “Please be careful with the heart rate monitor”.  Well, this was long before these were the norm, and I thought to myself: “Wow!  This gal really knows what she’s doing!”  THAT was the understatement!  Ruth has ridden over 6000 competitive miles during her career—including 9 one hundred mile races, with no eliminations at all – 66 starts, 66 completions.  She rode over 3700 of these miles on Ali Koshmar - her beloved ‘Stinky’ - and another 1300 miles on Amigo.  Early on many of the rides were accompanied by her husband and children; however, she was also a fierce competitor, and soon left Larry and the kids in the dust to ride in North American and World Championship events from 1986 to 1989.  Ruth was a member of the Silver Medal Endurance Team at the World Equestrian Games in 1988.  
Competing in FEI rides led to her interest in the management of these competitions, and she began taking FEI Stewards and Ground Jury courses.  More and more time was spent on the ground and on the computer than on her horse.  And today, to which I have alluded, this involvement has taken her right to the ‘top’ – as the current Chair of the Endurance Committee for the FEI.   We are so proud of her and all that she has accomplished, and the commitments she has undertaken. She has travelled the world in an official capacity.

From the back of a horse to a seat at a conference table in Switzerland, Ruth has always demonstrated integrity, grace, kindness and humour, and is respected by all.  She is a remarkable ambassador not only for the sport she loves, but for Canada.  Thank you for all that you have done for us – you are so worthy of this recognition. 

