Equine Canada 2009 Volunteer of the Year Award

Presentation to Maura Leahy by Terre O’Brennan, Vice-chair, Endurance Canada Committee

How valuable have been the contributions of a single volunteer?  It is hard to imagine how Endurance Canada could have been formed, or continue to function, without those made by Maura Leahy.  She has been deeply involved in the establishment of Endurance Canada since its inception, serving on the Board, on the Fundraising/Sponsorship committee, the International Committee, and as Chair of the Rules Committee.  She ably represents us on the Equine Canada Sport Council Rules subcommittee and others.  She is our Secretary, our Treasurer, and manages our Memberships; she writes and researches articles for our newsletters and for Equine Canada Press Releases.  She has sacrificed untold hours to the labour of bringing Endurance Canada into the Equine Canada Family.


But her contributions don’t stop with her administrative work.  She organizes and manages two or three rides per year in her home Province of Manitoba.  She became involved in FEI events in 1999 by volunteering at the Pan Am Championship Ride at Spruce Woods Park; from there her involvement has been progressive and includes being a groom, member of the organizing committee, and FEI Steward/Judge (level 3).  She has participated in the following FEI events: 2004, 2006, and 2008 Canadian Endurance Championship CEI 3*s; Ground Jury for 2007 Ontario Championship CEI 3*and 2008 Spruce Woods CEI 3*; 2006 WEG Team Manager and groom for rider Karen Badger;  assistant Chef d’Equip for Canada West at the 2005 NA Championship CEIO 3* and as assistant Chef d’Equip for Canada at the 2008 World Endurance Championship in Malaysia.  She served as Chef d’Equip for Canada West at the 2009 Kentucky Cup (WEG Test Event) CEI 3* and will be assistant Chef at the 2010 WEG.  Her attendance at all of these events has been almost entirely self-funded and at considerable sacrifice to her own life and career.


I would like to ask Sarah Runnalls to join me; she is representing BFL Canada who has very generously sponsored this award.


It is with great pleasure I give you Maura Leahy, 2009 Equine Canada Volunteer of the Year.

