REPORT RE: CONFERENCE CALL MEETING OF THE HUMAN MEDICATION COMMITTEE
Date:  2009-01-07

On behalf of Endurance Canada, I today participated in the conference call meeting of the Human Medications Committee.   The following is a brief summary of the discussions held.

Much of the meeting revolved around changes affecting each discipline which will flow from the new CADP.  Most of these changes and the issues discussed can be found in the January report of the Human Medication Committee (found on the Equine Canada website).

In addition, there was some discussion as to which athletes from each discipline will be tested ie: those long-listed, short-listed, etc.   The Chair explained that generally all athletes who are potential participants in international competitions may be tested.  Representatives from EC will speak with each discipline manager further about this issue.

The Chair pointed out that all should be aware that as a result of the changes, athlete support personnel may be included in the examination of the circumstances of the test.  To this end, support personnel need to know the rules so as to not inadvertently cause an infraction.

It was presented by the Chair that the EC will only be testing Young Rider participants this year, but that the CCES may test anyone in any discipline.

The EC spent approximately $8,000.00 this year in testing 25 athletes from the four Olympic disciplines.  No tests were returned with positive results.
Drug testing in 2010 will test all eight WEG disciplines.  EC will work with managers from each discipline to determine one event for each discipline.  Their budget for that year will be approximately $12,000.00.

The Chair indicated that discipline managers will be spoken to by EC and asked to direct their athletes’ attention to the EC website and the drug testing Protocol.  It is possible that each discipline will be asked to either provide a copy of the Protocol to all athletes, or make reference to it in “Athlete Agreements”.

A motion was passed supporting the work of the FEI Clean Sport Commission and all efforts to make the work of that body as athlete friendly as possible.

Questions were asked about the legality of drug testing minors and the Chair undertook to determine what, if any, consent is being obtained by parents or guardians.
I look forward to continued participation with this committee.  Please let me know if you have any questions or further direction for me in this regard.
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