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BROMONT, QUEBEC BIDS FOR 2018 WORLD EQUESTRIAN GAMES
*Sherbrookerecord.com*<http://www.sherbrookerecord.com/content/bromont-bids-host-2018-world-...>
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By 
Jesse Feith
Bromont has achieved the first step in a long process as their bid to host 
the 2018 World Equestrian Games (WEG) has officially been approved. 
Administered by the International Equestrianism Federation (IEF), the WEG 
are the major international championships for equestrianism that could 
bring a great amount of tourism to the small Quebec town.
Similar to the Olympics, they are held every four years, on alternate years 
than the Summer Olympic Games, and are considered a major tourism 
attraction for whichever town or city gets to hold them as they bring in 
fans from all over the world. 
The event began in 1990 in Stockholm, Sweden as a way to bring together all 
ten of the individual disciplines that held separate championships at 
different times, in different locations around the world while all being 
governed by the IEF. 
With the WEG system in place, all of these events now occur at one place 
and time, similar to the Olympics, and the riders and horses must go 
through a rigorous selection process to partake in the games as each 
country sends their best teams that have distinguished themselves the most 
through competitions during the time between each WEG.
Since 1990, the WEG has gradually expanded the number of competitions and 
disciplines that are a part of the event and as of 2010, eight disciplines 
are now showcased: combined driving, dressage, endurance riding, eventing, 
para-equestrianism, reining, show jumping, and vaulting, with 57 countries 
being represented by 800 people and their horses.
Bromont will have a lot of work to do over the next few years if they are 
to host the event.
Quebec park bidding against six others to host 2018 World Equestrian Games
BEVERLEY SMITH

TORONTO— From Thursday's Globe and Mail
Published Wednesday, Nov. 16, 2011 8:27PM EST

Last updated Wednesday, Nov. 16, 2011 8:34PM EST

Roger Deslauriers, the squire of the Bromont Equestrian Park in Quebec, was ruffled by only one thing on Wednesday: the surprising number of competitors he faces in a bid for the 2018 World Equestrian Games.

“I didn’t know there were so many,” said Deslauriers, the generalmanager of the facility that staged the equestrian events at the 1976 Olympics – 35 years ago.

Yesterday, the International Equestrian Federation announced a record seven candidates for the world championships of seven disciplines: Australia, Canada, Hungary, Morocco, Russia, Sweden and the United States, which just staged the last one in 2010 in Lexington, Ky.

Deslauriers also isn’t the only Canadian facility that has expressed an interest in staging the event. The Cedar Run Horse Park near Collingwood, Ont., – a relative newcomer in the equestrian event business – has also issued a “much more tentative” level of interest, according to Akaash Maharaj, the chief executive officer of Equine Canada.

Canada has never staged a World Equestrian Games, and the multi-discipline event has been held outside of Europe only once before: in Kentucky. But Canada did play host to the world dressage championships in 1986 in Cedar Valley, Ont., (north of Toronto), the last time the event was held as a single sport. The World Equestrian Games were established in 1990 and are held every four years.

Deslauriers, the father of Mario Deslauriers who became the youngest rider at age 19 to win the World Cup Final for Canada, is keen and ready to go after having worked quietly on the idea since 2005.

And he’s undaunted by the spectre that the Games in Kentucky had to scramble to find sponsors, leaving people with the idea that it lost significant amounts of money. The Americans had to struggle with a downward spiralling economy that hadn’t been on the horizon when they won the Games bid.

“I believe the official description is that it broke even, but that relies on a highly creative definition of the term ‘breaking even’,” Maharaj said.

In short, the Lexington Games financially underperformed, he said. A Games press release boasted of a total attendance of 507,022 over the 16 days, but they counted media, athletes and volunteers who entered the grounds daily.

Deslauriers has no such qualms about making a success of the 2018 Games, should his facility win the bid. He wanted to bid for the 2014 Games but he knew he wasn’t ready. Now he is, he said.

Over the past two years, the Bromont Park has upgraded its drainage system and the footing in its competition rings, at a cost of $2-million to $2.5-million. The site has access to 350 acres and can stage all seven disciplines at one facility.

Bromont is already well-known for staging show-jumping, dressage, and advanced international three-day event competitions.

He has support from the city of Bromont, as well as from the Quebec Ministry of Education, Recreation and Sport, which probably has one of the most highly evolved sport-support systems in the country.

Sponsors to help out with a $72-million budget? Deslauriers has already been testing the waters for the past two or three years. No problem, he said.

He’s thought of everything, it seems. And one thing for sure: Bromont is now far more well prepared for a major equestrian event than it was for the 1976 Olympics. Bromont was authorized to stage Olympic events only in May of 1974 when the stadium area was a swamp.

Within a year, Bromont was staging Olympic test events in all disciplines and it also held the world championships in modern pentathlon.

“I don’t want to say it will be easy, but it will be very possible,” Deslauriers said.

