FROM BONNIE SABA…… 
OUR CANADIAN ENDURANCE RIDER/CORRESPONDENT IN DUBAI......

WILD BRUMBIES OF LAKE GREGORY

In early 2008 Dr. Allen Post left the UAE and traveled to Australia to 

fulfill a dream of Ali Al Muhairi. The dream was to capture the wild 

horses of Australia, or Brumbies as they are called there, and break 

them in and trial them in the UAE as Endurance horses. Ali hoped the 

Brumbies might be suited to racing in Dubai as they grow up wild in the 

hot harsh conditions on the edge of the Tanami Desert of Western Australia.

Dr. Allen traveled to the fresh water shores of Lake Gregory were he 

knew there lived a population of several thousand Brumbies. A view from 

the air showed that this area was ideal habitat for the horses with 

plenty of water and extensive grasslands. Herds of Brumbies were also 

found back in the rough escarpments were there was less water and the 

Brumbies drank from small water holes. In the dry season when the water 

dries up in the creeks the Brumbies will dig holes in the sand to get to 

the water.

The capturing of these wild Brumbies proved to be real challenge as Dr. 

Allen was soon to find out. At any sign of people the Stallions would 

take their mares and gallop off into the distance. Dr. Allen spent many 

an hour sitting high up in the trees overlooking the small water holes. 

In areas were there was no water he tried to hide behind blinds he 

improvised but this proved unsuccessful as the horses would spot him 

long before they got close. In another attempt a large trough was 

brought in and filled with water hoping this would attract the Brumbies 

but never once did a wild horse drink from this trough ! He also tried 

to attack the horses with the use of salt blocks but that also did not 

work. Covering the salt blocks with hay also failed as the horses never 

approached this hay. One had to be inventive if he wants to capture the 

wild Brumbies.

Lake Gregory offered the one thing that allowed Dr. Allen to get close 

to the Brumbies.. and that was trees. Most of the Brumbies caught were 

captured around Lake Gregory. Sitting in a tree over a small water hole 

Dr. Allen used a tranquilizer dart to anesthetize the wild horses. The 

tranquilizer dart is fired from a gun that is adapted to shooting 

syringes. This of course also had its challenges as the sound of the gun 

would send the herd galloping off and so he only had one chance to dart 

a Brumbie. It was difficult to get the dart to make contact and 

administer enough of the tranquilizer to sedate the horse enough to 

approach it. One darted Stallion under the effects of the tranquilizer 

sauntered off for over 2 km to the lakes edge and floundered out into 

the water. It took a quick response by Dr. Allen who swam out to the 

Stallion and managed to hold his head up until the drug wore off enough 

to get the horse to shore !

Once the horse was anesthetized a quick check of the teeth was made to 

determine if the horse was between 4 & 8 years old and a quick exam to 

rule out any injuries. Many of the horses anesthetized were released due 

to age or an injury. If the horse was one that Dr. Allen felt would make 

a suitable Endurance horse they were then stabilized with another form 

of anesthetic and quickly placed on a mattress and pulled on to an 

improvised flat bed that had been made for this purpose. As these horses 

were wild it was felt that they were a great risk for injuries to 

themselves and others if any attempt was made to try to transfer them by 

horse trailer.  Once at the holding yards the horses were given 24 hours 

to recover on their own before mixing them with other horses.

While the horses were in the holding yards horseman John Berton was kept 

busy handling and breaking in the horses. John Berton has a gentle way 

about him and is considered one of the best horsemen of Australia. It 

was amazing at how quickly he was able to tame and gently  these wild 

horses and prepare them for their long journey back to Dubai. Fourteen 

Brumbies were brought back to the UAE and joined Sheik Hamdans Endurance 

Stable .

Luka was one of the Stallions to join the Seeh Al Salam stable. He was 

one of the older Stallions to be captured and the fact that he was 

gelded at an older age probable contributes to his strong independent 

personality. When trainer Ali Al Muhairi  asked me if I would like to 

ride Luka in the upcoming "HH Sk Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum 

Endurance Cup 2010" I was excited to do so and went off to meet Luka as 

I had not rode him previously. On entering the stall of the dark brown 

Gelding  it became apparent very quickly that he was not comfortable 

with close contact with me. If I attempted to stand in "his space" he 

moved away quickly and was not comfortable with any attempts by me to 

stroke his neck or put my hands on him. I thought it would be 

interesting to see if he would bond with me after we did 160 Km together ! 

Friday afternoon was the day before the race when the horses are "Vetted 

In" and numbered in preparation for the upcoming race the following day. 

Luka was handed to me and we did the compulsory "Vet In". Luka stood 

still and tolerated the Vet inspection but continued to be cool with me. 

Early Saturday morning on race day Luka jumped about in the crew area 

and ended up half way across the yard before he would stand so he could 

be saddles. As I am far from being agile when mounting a horse I was 

growing concerned that I would not be able to get on him but when the 

time came he stood still and soon we were ready to race.

At 6:30 the horn went off and Luka and I set off on the first loop of 

the 6 loop race. We stayed with a group of about 5 other Seeh Al Salam 

horses and Luka tucked in behind the pack and kept his own "space". It 

soon became apparent to me that Luka had a strong mind and set the pace 

that he preferred ... a pace that he stuck to pretty well throughout the 

race. The other issue was that Luka had made up his mind a few races 

back that under no circumstances would he accept water for cooling and 

would bolt off across the desert at the sight of a water bottle. Cool 

water plays a big role when racing in the UAE. Due to the heat it is 

common practice to pour cooled water on the horses throughout the day. 

This gives the horse a big advantage as it helps keep their core body 

temperature down and prevents heat exhaustion. For a large dark horse 

like Luka  water is critical to his performance. Also by not accepting 

anyone near him with water limits my ability to keep hydrated.

By Loop 3 Luka had settled into a nice steady rhythm with our average 

speed being 17.23 km per hr. This is not a fast speed by UAE standards 

but Luka choose his speed and stuck to it despite any attempts on my 

part to increase our speed ! Dr Allen drove along with us and as the day 

progressed he once more showed his inventive skills by attaching a water 

bottle on the end of a long stick and attempting to hand it to me as we 

rode past. Most of these attempts failed but I was able to accept a 

bottle of water passed over to me by another rider

once. Luka proved to be intelligent in his bid to avoid water and after 

that he would not allow me to get close enough to any other horses to 

get water from the rider.

Loop 5 saw our overall average speed drop to 15.64. The lack of cooling 

water was taking its toll on both him and I and we dropped to the back 

of the pack. Luka continued to pulse down nicely to 64 beats per minute 

in an average time of 4 minutes. As we prepared to go on the 6th and 

final loop Luka and I had bonded nicely with him happily standing close 

to me tucking his head in the crook of my arm and accepting as much 

stroking as I could dish out. We went out on the last loop alone as dark 

set in. Luka continued to keep a steady forward but slow pace. We 

covered the 19 Km distance and Luka passed the final Vet check with 

flying colors; first Brumbie to ever have completed a 160 Km race !!

Close to 100 horses started the race and 25 finished. Luka and I 

finished last, or in 25th position, whichever way you want to look at 

it. Everyone at Seeh Al Salam was very proud of Luka. Having heard his 

story and watched the video of Luka when he was a wild Stallion in the 

outback of Australia I have nothing but admiration for this great horse.

