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Abu Dhabi
More on Dec. 7th…..
From Maura:  “Camels will be racing at the camel track about 8km away; we, of course, won’t get to go :)   Plan is to clip on Thursday morning, giving the relief as close to race day. Normal highs are 27, is 20 at 11pm. At the opening ceremonies those who had the jacket and the fleece were warm; those who only had the jacket were cold.  They are thinking there may be 80 rather than 60 entries.”
From Glenn: “So we have been busy doing "detail work" in the last couple of days involving lots of ineffectual running around and getting some great pics thanks to Maura, often from a moving vehicle. We "broke the hump" today (sorry lots of hump jokes lately) when Maura purchased the local GPS software so our movements are more efficient yet no less frightening due to the local drivers. With the decreased stress of navigation and the Opening Ceremonies tonight we all finally admitted that we are tired....pumped but tired. The timing is perfect to have a reasonable rest before getting into the real excitement..wouldn't you agree?
  The Opening Ceremonies were at the extremely beautiful and opulent Emirates Palace Hotel which is right near the Arabian Sea and many of the highlights one must take in during such a trip. The Hotel is huge and after parking we traversed several levels with ornate staircases and/or escalators/elevators and then at each new entrance there were huge halls and ornately decorated rooms /actually just think of the last Sex and the City movie according to my wives. At each new entrance there was a man and woman dressed in traditional full garb - white for men and black for women - and these were probably Sheiks and their wives. We were treated to a spectacular opening ceremonies and then a lovely if not overly busy buffet dinner. It was a cool evening and for once I was glad to have the heavier Canadian Uniform Jacket in what might have been a hot venue. The United Arab Emirates is a country that is 40 years old and that is an amalgam of many tribes and sheikdoms and democratically united people on one part of the Arabian Peninsula. In many ways they are "Western” as in the large cities of Dubai and Abu Dhabi; there are many foreigners doing business there yet the desert history of the Arabian horse and Camel remain strong and traditional and as a visitor it gets into your blood just like that!”
       
    The country is diverse though and just outside of the 2 large cities you quickly experience people who are very friendly but know as much English as most of us know Arabic.....I think that most of us are misinformed about how far our language might take us. Ok - so back to the horse/horses.....Cairos Summer Romance for me has evolved to "Miss Thing". She is warrior whose ancestors come from the Arabian Desert and she is home! She looks and acts better every day and when she gets clipped tomorrow morning it will be like unveiling the perfect powerful body .
         
     She will be competing against the best in the world, many of which live in this area and compete here regularly as professionals. Tough assignment but I know that she deserves to be here…..
