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AHA Distance Programs (Attempted to be) Demystified

By Jannelle Wilde, AHA Region IV Distance Chair

The most frequent start to conversations about the Arabian Horse
Associations distance programs is "I'm confused." I have been, too, so I
completely understand the confusion by riders, owners and ride managers.
Hopefully, the following info will help clear up some questions and I'm sure
it'll cause more!

Let's start with the free programs first. These programs only require a
base membership of $25 annually:

. Frequent Rider Program: With this program, you track the hours
you spending riding your horse in non-competitive activities. It can be a
pleasure ride, a training ride, pretty much any time that you are in a
saddle when you are not competing. Some of the awards are actual "stuff"
and some are more recognition-type acknowledgements.

. Competitive Distance Program: This is for all distance
competitions, both CTR and endurance. You track your miles and completions.
The program rewards the mileage ridden at certain intervals.

Free, annual awards:

. Distance Horse of the Year: This award recognizes significant
accomplishments in distance sports. The Distance and Award committees award
one horse this title each year. Any horse can be nominated before the
deadline of Sept 1. It is based on not just any given year but the overall
history of the horse.

. Endurance High Point: AERC high point horses in the 100 mile and
50-99 mile categories will receive a "nice product award" at the AERC
convention. Because AERC doesn't track points in the 50-99 separately, if
you are interested in this award, you need to submit an AHA High-point 50-99
mile Award Application by Dec 31st.

Distance Programs with fees:

. AHA Region IV offers a year-end award program based on miles and
points. For every mile you ride in a ride in Region IV (Oregon and Southern
Idaho), you receive one point. If you ride in the 100 or 50 Region IV
championship, you receive 1.5 miles for each ride. At the year end, all
horse and rider combinations receive an award. The program costs $10 to
participate in and the rider needs a competition card not the basic
membership.

. Distance Horse Award: Recognizes the horse for miles completed.
A plaque is awarded at 500 miles and then at each 500 miles after that. $35
enrollment $30 annual enrollment $75 to purchase previous miles

. Horse Achievement Awards: This is that program that puts the "/"
and "+" behind a horses name. Points are earned for performance on the
trail and in the show ring. These symbols become a permanent part of the
horses' registered name and are an instant indication that your horse has
proven itself through performance. $35 enrollment $30 annual enrollment
$75 to purchase previous miles

. Open Event Incentive Program: Riders participating in this
program are recognized and awarded based on yearly points accumulated. The
horses' accomplishments are automatically recorded in their permanent event
record in the Datasource. If an endurance ride is not AHA recognized, this
would be a place a rider could "get something" for it. Points are
accumulated based on how you place in competitions and recognition and
awards are based on the total points accumulated over the year. There is a
$3 charge for AHA to record the event.

Sweepstakes:

. This is the part where everyone gets confused. Many folks think
that the only reason to sign up for the AHA part of a ride is if you are
participating in the Sweepstakes program. Participation in the above
programs will often be easier for you, as a rider, if you sign up for the
AHA portion of a ride, even if your horse isn't Sweepstakes nominated.

. What does Sweepstakes Nominated mean? AHA has a program where
stallions are nominated to be Sweepstakes Sires. (There is a program for
mares, as well.) It costs a lot of money but it is done to be a marketing
tool for stallions. Babies of nominated stallions are then in turn
nominated in utero for $400. These babies are then qualified to participate
in any given year in the Sweepstakes program to earn money for both the
owner of the horse and the breeder.

. If your horse was Sweepstakes nominated, you have the opportunity
to pay $100 in any given year to participate in the Sweepstakes program to
make money. Pay your $100 and make sure you have a competition card with
AHA.

. You and your horse earn Sweepstakes points by finishing in the top
6 of the registered Arab and Half Arab horses at an AHA sanctioned ride.
Your horse gets one point for each registered Arab and Half-Arab horse it
beats as long as the finish is in the top 6.

. It costs a ride manager $20 per distance to have the ride
recognized. The paperwork isn't horrible but does require the RM to have
breed info for ALL the horses in the ride, making it a bit of a challenge.
As the Region IV distance coordinator, I have offered to help all RMs in
PNER assistance with looking up info. The bottom line is that there is a
small amount of money and some extra work for RMs and some may just not need
the extra work.

. There used to be money that was automatically given out for the
Regional Championships. This is no longer true. And in the Regional Ride,
Sweepstakes horses only get points for the other horses participating in the
Championship.

. There IS "allocated" money for the National Distance rides again
so those participating in the national rides that qualify for Sweepstakes
money will get an automatic payout.

. At year's end, each point will be worth a certain amount that is
determined by how many horses participated that year. The first year this
"new" system was put in place, each point paid $30! The goal is to get
enough participants that the payout will be $10 per point.

. Who should participate? 1) Those who have Sweepstakes nominated
horses. 2) Those finishing in the top 6 of whatever distance (endurance
only) they ride on a regular basis. 3) The longer distances have a better
chance of being in the top 6 but won't earn as many points because of the
smaller fields.

. You need to have a competition card to participate.

More on AHA memberships:

. The basic membership is $25/year. (Three year memberships are
available for a little discount.) You get discounts on registrations and
have free participation in Frequent Rider Programs and other such programs.

. You can also join a club and have the basic membership. Joining a
club keeps you in contact with people in your region (unless you join out of
the area) and counts towards the clubs numbers when electing delegates for
the AHA convention. Costs to join a club vary from free to $35 (the cost of
joining and not specifying a club...AHA encourages members to choose a club
by charging more for a membership that is directly with the association).

. To participate in many of the programs, you also have to have a
competition card. The additional competition card costs $20 per year. It
gives you the right to compete in rides and shows (that require the
competition card) and also provides a million dollar insurance policy to the
bearer.

Sometimes the demystifying process actually causes many more questions than
it answers so please feel free to contact me at jwilde@wildevents.info 
<mailto:jwilde%40wildevents.info> or
grab me at a ride and ask away.

Jannelle Wilde

584 Romie Howard Rd

Yoncalla OR 97499

541-849-2460 - Home

541-733-2601 - Cell
